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BRIEF VIEW

ENTERPRISE

PROPOSED TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY

MR, VESPASIAN ELLIS

LATE U. S. CHARGE DES AFFAIRES

AT CARAGAS,
[AND HIS ASSOCIATES,]

UNDER A GRANT IMADE TO HIM

OF THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT

NAVIGATE THE CRINOCO AND APURE RIVERS,

WITH STEAMBOATS,

BY A DECREE OF THE NATIONAIL CONGRESS

OF THE

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA,
APPROVED MAY 14TH, 1847,

To MERCHANTS AND CAPITALISTS.

GENTLEMEN : —I respecttully submit for your perusal and conside-
ration, the following pages, 1n relation to the proposed navigation
of the River Orinoco, and its tributaries, by steam boats. It is
an enterprise, which I believe will prove to be the most Impor-
tant and interesting, In its commercial and pecuniary results, that
has ever been undertaken, within my knowledge.

If you will do me the favor to devote one hour’s time, to an
examination of the evidence herein adduced, and to an Inspection
of the Map subjoined, I will lay no claim to your encouragement,
if you do not readily adopt my opinions of the Enterprise.

The Republic of Venezuela, as may be seen by the Map, is
sjtuated on the northern coast of South America, and is thus con-
tiguous to the West India Islands, one of which (Trinidad) lies
within 30 miles of the mouth of the Orinoco River.

The geographical position, and proximity of Venezuela to the
West Indies, gives that Republic the power, almost exclusively
to monopolize, so much of the trade of those Islands, as consists
in furnishing them with live cattle, mules, salted and dried beef,
&c., &c., and a large and Increasing trade in these articles is now




carried on between Angostura (the seaport of the Orinoco) and
those Islands, which trade would soon be quadrupled by the aid
of Steam Navigation. It is less than 400 miles from Angostura,
Venezuela, to Port Spain, (Trinidad,) and of this distance, 240
miles are River navigation, through the lower Orinoco.

1'he situation of Angostura, as it relates to the U. States is also
advantageous tor Commercial Intercourse, it being only about a
twenty days’ voyage from that portto New York. Nevertheless,
strange though 1t may seem, England and Germany at this time
enjoy neariy all the trade of that portion of Venezuela, lying on
the Orinoco River. A large commerce is carried on between
Angostura and Europe, in Coftee, Sugar, Cotton, Tobacco, Cocoa
and the other valuable productions of the Orinoco Valley, and
nearly all the goods consumed or sold at Angostura, are imported
from Kurope. One mercantile and commercial house at Angos-
tura, has five brigs in the European trade! There is no American
house in that City, whilsi in all the other seaports of that Repub-
lic, American houses have been long established. Whether my
enterprize will produce any change in the present course of trade
11 that region, remains to be seen.

So far however as regards the main sources of Steambodt profits
on the Orinoco, the fact that the import and export trade is con-
ducted by others than Americans, at Angostura, is unimportant,
as those main sources will consist chiefly of the freights on mer-
chandize and produce, upon the rivers above Angostura, and upon
passage money on the river routes. The domestic or internal
trade and 1ntercourse, between A ngostura and the upper country,
1s large, as will be seen in the sequel. Nevertheless, the enter-
prise 1s susceptible of an enlargement, in the sphere of its opera-
tions, to an almost unlimited extent, should those investing Capital
choose to enlarge it.

With the above preliminary remarks, I will present a copy of
my grant,—abundant proofs of the navigability of the Rivers
referred to,—a view of the state of trade and improvement 1n
that country—a consideration of the probable results of steam
navigation, and my plan of operations.

As trequent allusion has been made during the last twclve
months to this subject, by the press in the U. States, it is proper
that 1 should premise, that about eighteen months ago, a grant
was made to me, by the legislative authorities of the province of
Guayana, in Venezuela, and afterwards a similar ogrant by the
legislative authorities of the province of Apure, cnm'eying to me
the exclusive right of the navication of these rivers, by steam ;
but that, on examining the Constitution of the Republic, it was
found, that such grants, to be valid, and free from Interruption,
should emanate from, or be confirmed by, the National Congress.
Whilst therefore I did not doubt, that these acts of the provincial
legislatures had been passed in good faith, and would be finally
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ratified aud confirmed by Congress, it was found necessary, in
consequence of a limitation of time fixed for commencing the
enterprize, within which it was impossible to obtain a confirma-
tion of these Provincial grants and to put the enterprise in ope-
ration, to ask Congress for a direct National orant, 1n lieu of those
referred to; and, on the 14th of May last, a final decree, or act,

which had passed both houses of Congress, was approved by the
President, and from that date, became a law of the Republic.
This decree, translated by John B. Purroy, Esq., Consul ot Ven-
ezuela, at No. 11 Wall street, in this city, 1s in the following
words, to wit :

““ The Senate and House of R epresentatives, of the Republic of Venezuela,
assembled in Congiess, decree ;
“ArT. 1. The exclusive rieht of the interior navication of the rivers Orinoco
and Apure, by steam, is granted to Vespasian Ellis, and to those who may be-
come associated with him, and to their law{ul successors, universal or partica-
lar ; also, the richt, but not exclusive, ot navigatine by steam, the t.ibutary

branches ot said rivers; both of said rights or erarts to be for the term of e1oh-
teen vears, to commence from the date of this deciee, and under the conditions
contained in the followine articles.

“ ART. 2. Vespasian Ellis shall place, or cause to be placed, and shall Keep,
Or cause to be kept, in operation on the rivers Orinoco and Apure, one or more
steam vessels, of suthic ent capacity to navicate said rive:s as far as Nutrias ;
and there shall b2 at least one voyage or trip per month between Bolivar. (late
Angostura,) and Nutrias, whenever if may be practicable. Ifit should be im-
puted to the giantees, that the necessary number of steamers is not kept in op-
eration, said number shall in that caze be fixed by the executive power, actine
In concert with the council of Zgovernment, after hearing the grantees or their
acents.

““ArT. 3. The steamers shall be Venezuelan - they shall carry the flag of

3 % .
Venezuela, but they may be the property of foreigners or natives, as may be
most suitable to the erantees.

“ArT. 4. The grantee shall commence to operate with the steamer or steam-

ers, with'n the period of eichteen months from the date of this decree ; and it
he shou!d fail thus to commenece operations, or if he should tail in any other of
the conditions, the grant shall be forfeited ; and the Supreme Court shall have
cognizance in the fi.st and last Instance, of all questions that may arise in re-
lation to the forfertuce of this ogrant. i

“ ArT. 5. The richt of cuttine and usine, free of Imposts, upon lands be-
longing to the covernment, the fire-wood and timber which may be necessary
lor the constiuction, repairs, and consumption of the vessels employed by vir-
tue of this grant, 1S conceded to the arantees durine the term of this .s_rmul'.

“ ArT. 6. The enterprise or undertaking shall be exempt from all municipal
contiibuetions; from the national duty of importation as recards the steamers
and the requisite tackle and apparel upon their first importation, whether the
sald steamers he Imported in separate parts, or in their finished state; also,
from all port charges, by reason of the navigation of the rivers to which this
grant relates, 3

“ART. 7. The passage of cabin passencers, includine meals. shall not ex-
ceed twenty cents the leacue, (two and a half Enelish miles) and the passace
of deck passengers, 1ncluding meals, shall not exceed fifteen cents the leacoue,
and ten cents without meals, for all distances of thirty leacues and over: and
tor all distanc=s under thirty leacues, itshall be a matter of acreement.

“ART.8. The transportation of freichts shall not exceed half a cent per
quintal (100 Ibs.) the league, for all distances of thiity leacues and upwards,
and for all distances of less than thirty leagues, the freight shall be a matter of
agreement ; but the grantees shall not be obliged in the aforesaid latter case, of
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the less distance, tocarry any cargo the freight ot which shall be less than fifty
dollars.

‘“ Arr. 9. The public mail bags shall be carried gratisin said steamers, and
also the officers or ageuts empioy ‘ed by the government in public business, pro-
vided the number of said officers or ageuts shall not exceed five per month.

‘¢ ArT. 10. The oflicers and troops of the coveinment, and articles of cargo,
of whatever kind they may be, be.onging to the gov emmtnt chall likewise “be
transported in said steamers at reasonable priices, for passace and freight, to be
agreed upon with the competent authorities. f B

““ Agr. 11. The persons in the employ of the grantees, and all property be-
longing to them, shall be entitled to the same security, and enjov the same pro-
tecticn from the authorities of the re public, as the persons and effects of Vene-
zuelans, in conformity with the 218ih article of the constitution.

“ArT. 12. All questions of whatsoevar nature that may arise from the estab-
lishment of { the ai(*am vessels, shall be determined by the authorities, and accord-

ing to the laws of thezuc'a; and they shall never be the Htlb]C(..T, of interna-
tional claim.

‘¢ Dated at Caracas, the 11th day of May, 1€47, in the 18th year of the law,
and the 37th year of mdopendenco

““ Mariano, Bishop of Guayana President of the Senate: Jose Angel
Freyre, Secretary of the Senate; M. Palacios, President of the House of Rep-
resentatives ; J. A. Perez, qecmtan of the House of Representatives.

“ Caracas, 14th May, 1-’311, in the 18th year of the law, and 37th year of
lndependence

‘“ Let it be executed.
“JOSE TADEO MONAGAS.
“ By his Excellency, the President of the Republic.
‘“RarFaeL AceveDpo, Secretary of State, in the Departments of Interior and

of Justice.”

Next following the above decree, I submit a translated copy of
an editorial altl(.le, copied from ¢ Kl Liberal” the government
organ, published at Caracas, May 22d, 1847, and edited bv the Hon.
J. M. de Rojas, a member of Conmess for the City of Caracas, and
a gentleman of distinguished talents and high integrity. Next fol-
lowing his editorial, will be found an extract from a letter from the
same gentleman, addressed to me, dated June 6th, 1847, which
relates as well to the grant, as to the present and prospective condi-
tion of the Republic. In continuvation, I submit a letter from Col.
John P. Adams, U. S. Consul at Laguayra, dated May 2(th, 1847,
through whose agency this grant was obtained: and also extracts
from two other letters, written by this gentleman, which furnish valu-
able information, with respect to the trade, commerce and products
of the Orinoco country. Following these, are letters and extracts
from letters, and other testimony, showing the navigability of the
rivers referred to, the convenience of fuel, and the amount of the
trade of the Orinoco country, &c.

[From the ** El Liberal” of May 224d.]

“Of- all the IC‘”’iS]ati\ e aLIa W hil h the lawt Cnnrrro has qqnctinncd tht, onea
which we :ubjom to this dl[l(.ltl', granting to Mr. Vespasian Ellis, the exclu-
sive right of the navigation of the rivers Oronoco and Apure, by steamers, for
eichteen years, is the most important, and most essential to the future welfare
of the countrv inasmuch as the realization of this undertaking will entirely

ehange the prospects of that portion of the Republic, wnich is watered by these
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large rivers, by tbeir participation in the hitherto unknown but incalculable
advantages of steam navigation. .

“ Although Mr. Ellis obtained the like privileges from the Provincial Legis-
latuies of Guavana and Apu.e, the approval of their acts by Congress was a
necessaiy requisite, in o.der that the privilege micht be valid: and although
this approval was ceitain, and theie was no doubt o, the privilege being con-
ceded, as far as the limits of those provinces extended, still his agent heie con-
sidered it best to obtain the p:ivilege direct from the National Congiess, ¢nd
thus avoid any difficulties whatever which might aiise fiom inteiferine with
the richts of other provinces, and at the same time insuie a stability and obtain
a guaranty as fi.m and iirevocable as the existence of the nation itself.

“By viitue of this application, and the authoiity which the 16th section of
the 87th article of the Constitution cives to Congiess, ¢ to enter into contracts
wth citizens or corporations of natives or foreigners for the navigation of

o

rwvers, the opening of roads and other objects of general uti ity,” Congress has
passed the act to which we refer, by which it will be seen, that for 18 vears, Mr,
Eliis has the exclusive privilece of navieating the said rivers, by means of
steamboats, with the richt to cut and use, t.ee of cost or tax, from the lands of
the Government, the timber and firewood which may be necessary for the con-
sumption, construction and repairs of the steam vessels employed in this traffic,
and that said steam vessels are exempt from all municipal taxes, and from the
national import duty upon them, their tackle and apparel, and also from all port
charges on account of the navieation of said rivers.

“’I'he rivers Orinoco and Apure, between the towns of Bolivar (late Angos-
tura) and Nutrias, and far above, are tiee from all impediments to their naviga-
tion, by steam, and their navigation is easy for such vessels, and will become
More so, as soon as the navigalion thereof shall become constant.

““The Commerce on said rivers between the points mentioned, is now very
considerable, and increases rapidly, as can be seen by the Custom Books of
Impoits and Expoits. During the present year the receipts at the Custom
House at Bolivar, have exceeded all expectations, and this is an unequivocal
sien of the increase in the population of the Provinces of Barinas, Apure,
Guayana, &c., of their riches, products and consumption, a condition of thines
which marks a permanently proeressive Increase, capable of rapid auomenta-
lion as soon as steamboats become the means of Intercommunication, promot-
Ing, as they will, the prosperity of all that vast and exeeedinely 1ich and feitile
po:tion of the country . T

“ We presume Mr. Ellis had noct estimated the quantities of domestic salt
which will be transported in his steamers from Bolivar for the consumption of
the whole interior, and this single a ticle does not amount in any vear to less
than sixty thousand quintals to San Fernando and Nutiias. Itis iin[_}ossib!e to
predict the increased consumption of this article which will soon take place
to supply the manufactories of jeiked beef on a larcer scale for the Havana
and other markets. The Prépa:ation ot dried and salted becf Is attainine a
great perfection on the Apu.e, and as the spirit of enterprise will be piomoted
by the means of rive, navigation, by steameis, we shall be enabled to compete
with Buenos Avyres in these articles, and we do not think we exagoerate when
we predict, that in 3 vears the consumption of salt on the banks of the Apu‘e
will be more than double, whilst the export of diied and salt beef. will be very

great and give additional business to steamers, beyond the usual imports and
€Xpoits. H

“T'he opening of a

) : carriace road which is being made fiom the town of
Cabudare in the

| province of Baiquisimeto to the ;jver Cojede, and the navi-
- ﬁ - . ™ " L]

gation of the Cojede by an cnteiprising company created {or the purpose, will
p:m*eriully contribute to auement the trade and ¢ mmunication on the Orinoco

and Apure, as this road wil| make a channel for the egress of the produce of

the oieater pait of the ricH lands of the beautiful province of Barquisimeto,
U!:‘Utlfh‘lh:? Cojede, Apure and Orinoco, as well as for the entiance of an infi-
Dite variety of foreien merchandise The combined effeet ot this carriace road

enterprise, with that of steam navigation by Mr. Ellis, will be greatly bene-
ficial to both parties. ;
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¢ Mr. Ellis could not have calculated upon this improvement as a means of
supplying freights and traffic for the steamers, (for it wasthen unknown to him)
and t%c undertakers of the road from Cabudare to the Cojede did not, probably,
calculate on the steam navigation of the Oiinoco and Apure. Thev each
thought of their projects isclated and independently one of the other, but having
thus by chance coincided, this coincidence has increased the probabilities of
large profits for each of these two enterprises, and they will natuially take ad-
vantage of it in carrying out their views. The progiess of one will bim-vilablv
contribute to that of the other, and the simultaneons action and co-operation of
th: two will push on such social and mercantile activity, and give rise to the
creation of such quantities of produce and such interchanges, that in a short
time the condition of the inhabitants at all points, and the inc ease of the internal
and foreien commerce in that recion, will far exceed all calculations hitheito
made. Thenceforward there will be no such thing heard of as the t ansporta-
tion of meicha dize and produce on the backs of mules, asscs, and oxen, over
rouch and mountainous roads for 300 or 400 miles, as is now the case, but the
people of that region of the country will conduct their transportations on wheels
and by water, as from the banks of the Rivers Orinoco, Apure, and Cojede,
carriage 10ads will be made to all those parts where are the largest producers
and consumers. -

“'The important memorial presented by Col. Codazzi to the Provincial De-
putation of Barinas, in November last, hasshown most clearly how the carriace
roads and river ways of that province can be successfully multiplied, as soon as
the Orinoco and Apure are navigated by steamers. '

‘“ Nor will this progressive improvement be confined to Venezuela, as it will
be partly transmitted to New Gianada, in the traffic which is carried on throuch
the River Meta, a main tributary of the Oiinoco, and at the same time that it
will benefit a neichboring people, the enterprize of the steamers will receive
much support from their t.ade. We do not doubt that this accumulation of
advantaces, 1s now well understood by Mr. Ellis. The Congress of Venezuela
was well aware of the great favor it has shown him in granting this privilege,
and on this account it has limited the exclusive privilege to 18 vears—but this
will not prevent the renewal of the privilege, provided that it shall not appear
(as it(ln'ohabl_v will) that steam navigation can prosper in Venezuela without
the aid of exclusive privileges.”

[Extract of a letter written tome by the Hon. J. M. d’Rojas, Editor of *“ El Liberal,’’
dated June6, 1847 |

“It seems to me that the terms on which this privilege has been granted to
you are a sufbicient guaranty to those who may embaik with you in the enter-
prise as stockholders. I have no doubt it will prove very luciative, and what
I have written in the “ Liberal” recarding its future benefits, contains my tiue
and conscientious opinions on that point, not doubting that the benefits you
will derive will progressively increase from the second year onwards. When
the difhiculties of the first year are overcome, and the first expenses are incurred,
without any necessity for their repetition, it is very clear that the gains must
be unquestionable.

“ Whatever may be the political condition of Venezuela, there need be no
fear for this enterprise, as all parties will respect and protect it. They will
protect it for the benefits which all will derive [rom this new means for the
exchaneges of commerce, of activity, and the sure creation of wealth. Even
should political parties dispute for the exercise of power, none will assume an
attitude of hostility towards this enterprise; on the contrary, they would be
obliged to give it their sympathies, in order to gain over public opinion, which
will only sustain a decision in favor of such important interests. Under such
a banner only could proselytes be made to any party.

““Our political condition is good, though there sjill occasionally arises some
miserable faction in the countrv ; but it is cguicklv put down, and the Republic
goes on In 1ts constitutional track. Let no one therefore be afiaid of any gene-
ral revolution. We are not to be compared to the other Spanish-American
Republics, nor shall we ever get into the situation of Mexico, Guatamala,
Ecuador, Peru, and Buenos Ayres. The proof of this is, that our constitution
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has existed already 17 years, which is longer than that of Chili, our noble rival
in the career of orderly and progressive government. The mass of our people
are so decided in their wish for peace, that even our most eminent men (such as
Paez, Monagas, &c.,) would not have power and influence enough, were they
inclined, to disturb the Republic so as to change its form of government, or
retard in any important manner its advaneement. But they and all other patriots
are determined to preserve order and peace. Like all people of Spanish origin
we have many follies and aberrations, but the foundation is good—-civilization
1s gaining ground ; public and private wealth are increasing ; our customs are
visibly improving, and notwithstanding the heterogeneous character of our
population, the principles of order and stability are gaining strength and will
ever maintain the ascendancy.”

[Copy of a letter from Col. John P. Adams, U, S. Consul.]
“ Caracas, May 20th, 1837.
“Hon. Vespasian Ellis, New-York.

“My dear Sir:

“ 1 have the pleasure to enclose herewith a certified copy of the grant in
your favor, {or the exclusive right to navieate the Rivers Orinoco and Apure
with steamboats ; also a correspondence I have had with some of the members
of the Congress of Venezuela, in recard to the facilities offered by those rivers,
for steam navigation, which you will find interesting, and upon which you may
Place the greatest reliance, as the parties who have replied to my notes are well
acquainted with the subject matter contained therein.

“ 1 also enclose a letter from Juan Tamayo, respecting a privilege oranted
by the Province of Barquisimeto, for making a cait road to connect with the
river Cojede, and giving an estimate of the quantity of produce that wi]l take
this channel, and pass through the Apure and Orinoco to Bolivar, instead of
being taken over the mountains to Maracaybo and Puerto Cabello, on the backs
of mules and jack-asses, at an enormous expense, which is now done.

*“ L'he making of this road has been commenced and will undoubtedly be
completed in less than two years, when it is supposed here that the increase of
commerce which this enterprise (T'amayo’s) alone will cause upon the Rivers
Orinoco and Apure, would give freights to steamers on those rivers to the
amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dodars per annum.

“I send you these documents in order that you may have some idea of the
increased impoitance of your grant. It is my opinion that if the enterprise is
properly eonducted, it will yield a net income of one hundred thousand dollars
a year, lor the first five or seven years, and after that, of course a greater one.
From the best information that [ can obtain, the commerce now between Boli-
var, San Fernando and Nutrias, amounts to nearly two and a half mi'lion dollars
annually. The establishment of steamers on these rivers will soon increase it
to double this amount, and vou may rest assured, that in ten years from this,
there will be more produce exported from Bolivar than from any other port in
the Republic. Respectfully your obt. Servant,

“JOHN P. ADAMS.»

(Extract from a letter from Col. Adams, dated October 26, 1846.]

*“ The rates of freight paid on the Orinoco and jts branches are as follows—
say on Cotton from Nutiias to Ancostura (now Bolivar) one dollar and fifty
cents per bale of 150 Ibs ; on small trimmed hides [5 cents each ; and for other
articles propoitionable rates. The rates paid on merchandize up the river are
much higher., 'The averace freichts pald for transporting meichandize up and
down the rivers is certainly 12 1-2, and probably 15 per cent. on the value of
sald goods.

“ Eight and ten cents a pound are frequently paid for transporting goods over
the mountains from Caraccas and Valencia to the Apure! The most intellieent
merchants of Nutrias and Ancostura have assured me, that at least 500 pt~r§0ns
make the trip up and down the river every year by the river boats, exposed to a
hot tropical sun, during some 40 or 50 days. You canjudee as well as myself
what increase in the travel on the river would take place, should jt be navigated

by steamers, enabling persons to make the voyage in from 5 to 6 days. I how-
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ever feel confident, that at least $40,000 would be realized in passage-money,
the first year.”

[Extract of another letter from the same gentleman, dated May 28.]

“The domestic t.ade upon the Orinoco and Apure, (which does not appear
In the official repo.ts of the covernment) I find is laree. The salt alone that
Is now sent from Bolivar, would eive yeaily some $50,000 in freigchts, and will
Increase rapidly eveiry year. There are also some 5000 mules sent from New
Granada down to Bolivar every year. These mules cost from 20 to 25 dollars
each, in New Granada, and command about 80 dollars in Bolivar. It takes
some eight months to get these mules down, as they are driven down and are
obliged to wait for certain seasons to cross the rivers, and for feed, &e. The
owners of the mules would be glad to pay 15 or 20 dollars per head freicht for
each.

“ Bolivar is a free port of entry for New Granada, and when steamers are

placed on the Orinoco, the greater portion of the trade with New Granada (the
eastern portion of 1t) will take this channel.”

In order to give a connected view of the opinions of the best-in-
formed persons in Venezuela upon two important questions, to
wit, the navigability of the Orinoco and Apure, and the conve-
nience of firewood, for the steamers, I here subjoin extracts from
letters, forwarded to me by Col. Adams, and written by members
of Congress to him, in answer to enquiries propounded by him.
The writers reside in the valley of the Oiinoco. Their original
letters, and copies thereof translated by Mr. Purroy, Consul of
Venezuela, will be exhibited to all who wish to peruse them.
Their number and length forbid their publication entire.

[Extract from the letter of the Hon D. Cerrerol.

“I have the honor of answering your note in the order of vour enquiries thus,
that the navigation between Bolivar and Nutrias by steamboats, on the rivers
Orinoco and Apure, is entirely free: and that there is wood for fuel on both
rivers.”

[Extract from the letter of the Rev. Senor Mariano, Bishop of Guayana, and President of the Senate. ]

“lI am convinced that the river communication between Bolivar city and
Nutrias, presents no obstacle whatever to steam navieation. I likewise believe

that along the whole course of the rivers Orinoco and Apure, trees of all kinds
are found on the banks, fit for fuel.”

[Extract from the letter of Doct. L. Gaspari, M. C.. from Angostura, (Bolivar).)

“ The communication by water between Bolivar and Nutrias is perfectly free
and without impediment to steamboats. In all the route mentioned, and on

the banks of the rivers, all the wood that may be desired is found, and of many
different kinds.”

[Extract from the letter of Hon. Senor Delgado, M. C., from San Fernando.])

“ The water communication between the ports of Bolivar and Nutrias, is
entircly free, without any obstacle whatever, in the rivers Orinoco and Apure,
which could impede the navieation of them by steamboats. I would say that
on the banks of said rivers Orinoco and Apure, there is more than a sufhicient
abundance of wood of excellent kKinds for the use of steamboats.”

(Extract of a letter from Hon. M. Palacios, President of the House of Representatives.]

““The Oiinoco and Apure rivers present no obstacle at any time to naviga-

tion. On the banks of the rivers wood 1s found in abundance. There is no
fear of a want of combustibles.”




9

{ Letter from Hon J. G. Villafane, M. C. from Merida, which is given entire, as this gentleman is
perfectly familiar with the whole country.]

‘“ Caraccas, May 1st, 1847,
“ Mr. JouN P. Apaxs.

6 Sirs . i he 11'1¢1t*1-1ﬂno:l Representative in Congress for the Province of
Merida, has the honor of answering your present letter in f-uch a manner as his
m iuatntance with the trade and l wces to which it refers, permits him.

“'T'he undersiened knows that Ihr communication by water between the city
of Bnln ar and Nutrias, is alwavs free, and trips are constantly made between
said ports by launches or keel- boats, and that the difficulties w hich said launches
or keel-boats encounter, will not be encountered in anv degree by steamers, as
they arise from the current and the want of wind. The imduwtrm‘*d l\.[]”“
also that wood is so abundant on the banks of the rivers Orinoco and Apure
that it may be said to be inexhaustible—the only drawback 1n this respect may
be, that in t‘t‘*lmin p]dcew it may be necessary to go a few hundred yards from
tllc ..1nl-..-~ N Iim ortion as tllt‘ wood 1s cut titmn 1N Tht_‘*-t, [“lduw; but b{.‘yuud
all doubt. mnul 1s most abundant alone both rivers.

“In recard to the salt carried from Bolivar into the prori‘lcoc: of Barinas,
Apure, &e., &c., it cannot be stated with precision, but from my knowledge 01
the business of those provinces, I should say it cannot be less now than from
40,000 to 50,000 quintals.

“ Tt is i1111m~:-:il le to fix the amount of the domestic or interior traffie, or of
the articles of mn-mnpt on, between the ports of Nutrias and Bolivar. It varies
sometimes, nulnﬂ to the (‘[mtlltlnll of the Crops, and sometimes there is not a
sulbicient supply of launches to take down the products. When once a commau-
nication by steam is established, and freights lowered, and when the people can
dfr';)end on /z(zrfm_r -rpgu’m- fr‘fpa‘ b Y .a"ffuu*f‘?” at stated pi‘)'fr){"'s to h‘r‘HH‘pr‘t pro-
duce and merchandize, the ports of t'*. utrias and Bo'tvar will be CO””“““J Sup-

plred with the ab nu’an! productions of Merida, Truxillo, &c., &c., and more
especially after the completion o! ‘_71-~ new road laid out by Col. Codazzi be-
turvn Merida and Barin: as, whic. ad will be comple T: d within two vears

“There is also a good road nearly finished between San Cristobal and (rlhh-
dualito, and to the port of Zeteo, to which place the Uribante is navigable.
When this road is finished, and when steamers run from Nutrias to Bolivar, the
abundant coffee crops, &c.. of San Cristobal will go down the Uribante to Zeteo
en launches, and thence by the Apure and Orinoco to Bolivar, instead of going
over the mountainous roads to Maracaibo, as at present. The trade of Bolivar
‘n'ill iHL'.*'!‘llhli‘ it] another |'{":-_-‘-1H_'l:t asS SO III as {]lt" Sfeamers commence l'llllllillfj‘, {‘(}I'
at present several of the merchants of Nutrias, in order to avoid the risks and
delays of the navieation by launches In Bolivar, trade directly with L.a Guayra
and Puerto Cabello, tmw-pn] ting their produce dllfl merchandise over the moun-
tains at an enormous expense : and the same thine occurs in relation to other
places higher up upon [ln rivers. Messrs. M. Noguier, F. Calderon and S.
,alfifmn extensive merchants in INutrias, make all their purchases in La
Guayra, and Mr. Antonio F. Cordero, an extensive merchant of Obispo, is at

this very time making his purchases in La Guayra.
*“1 could add much more information, which would probably be useful to the

enterprise, but I have many matters on hand to-day.

“ With high esteem, your obt. Servant,

J. G. VILLAFANE.”

[Extract of a letter to me from A. Wappaus, Esq., U. $. Consul at Angostura.)

“The width of the Orinoco at Ancostura I should calculate to be about two
English miles. 'The depth of the river at Angostura varies a _‘j‘l_n_rtl deal accord-
tng to the season of the year, and may be from 10 to 20 fathon

““ After the rainy season has set in, which is in the month nl Xpnl or May,
and for the next seven months followine, I consider the Orinoco and its tribu-
tary, the Apure, navicable above Ancostura for about 700 English miles, for
boats drawing {rom five to six feet of water. ¥rom the begcinning of Tk.mual
till April, both the rivers, in particular the Apure, are very low, and I should
doubt whether a vessel drawine more than three feet could go up the latter river
at least not for any distance. The population of Angostura (Cuidad Bolivar)

¢)
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may be put down at from 7000 to 8000. The city is eenerally considered
healthy : at least since my residence there, four years, I never heard of any
contaoious or malignant disease.

“‘ Small frame timber and firewood, 1s abundant on the banks of both the
Orinoco and Apure, and I believe the quality to be good also for buildine : for
larger class timber they have to go a short distance into the interior, perhaps
two or three leagues from the banks.”

[Extracts from a letter to me from Capt. G. W. Whipple, of this city, who has traded to Angostura
from this place for many years, and 1s now on a voyage there.] i

« Respecting the width of the Orinoco at Angostura, I should jndge it to be
about two miles wide, and varying in depth from 10 to 20 or 25 fathoms, accord-
ine to the season of the year. Respecting the navigable distance above An-
gdﬁura, [ am wholly i,t_!:_m_nm}t at present.

« T judee the population of Angostura to be about 7000, including all classes

« Firewood is abundant and of excellent quality. The health of Angostura
is excellent. INo contagious disease exists there at any season of the year.”

It cannot be necessary to add anything to the foregoing letters,
as it regards the navigability of the rivers, or the convenience of fire-
wood.

With respect to the Apure above Nutrias, launches or keel-boats
ascend it from three to four hundred miles, as they also aseend some
half-dozen of its tributaries about the same distance. Time (and
experiment with a small class of steamers) must test the navigability
and develope the resources of the rivers far above Nutrias. We
mayv set down the distance which boats, drawing from 5 to 6 feet of
water can certainly navigate these rivers at this time, at 1000 miles
from Bolivar,

I will add twoe brief quotations from high historical authority, as I
have them at hand, and they give a more general view of the impor-
tance of the rivers of Venezuela.

Colonel Augustin Codazzi, now Governor of the Provinee of
Barinas, published in 1840 a geography and map of Venezuela,
under the authority and sanction of the Government, from actual
surveys made by himself and his deputies, which are universally
considered reliable in Venezuela. He says, ¢ The Orinoco 1s navi-
gable 400 leagues. The principal branches are the Gruaviare, Meta,
Caroni and Apure, all of which are navigable.”

Darby, in his Gazelteer, represents the Orinoco as being about
1500 miles in length, and says the area of the basin drained by it
is 400,000 square miles, equal to 256 millions of acres; and he
adds, ¢ few rivers of the world afford a more extended and less
interrupted navigation.”

There are no falls, properly so called, on the Orinoco, 1n the
entire course. ©There are rapids above the mouth of the Meta,
about 800 miles above Angostura (Bolivar) which obstruct the
navigation upwards, by launches or keel boats. These rapids 1n
terrupt the ascending navigation by keel boats for a distance of
from six to seven miles only, and above them the river is again
navigable, and so continues to the Casiquiare, which connects the
Orinoco, upon table land, with the Rio Negro, a branch of the
Amazon, which flows through Brazil to the Ocean. That these
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rapids may be ascended by steamers is hardly a matter of doubt.
L,aunches pass them coming down, without the slightest difficulty,
and from the most reliable information which [ have been able to
obtain, I do not doubt that the rapids of the Orinoco can be as-
cended with as lhttle dithculty as those of the Mississippi, near
(Quincy, Illinois. DBut the navigation of the Orinoco above the
mouth of the Meta, does not at present, form any part of my plan
of operations. The Apure and Meta, both of which flow into
the Orinoco below the rapids, are the principal streams which, for
many years, can furnish any large quantities of produce for ex-
portation, or a large demand for importations. The Orinoco and
Apure and their numerous branches, water the most fertile, beau-
tiful and populous portions of the interior of the Republic of Ve-
nezuela, whilst the Meta and its branches form channels of com-
munication with Kastern New Granada, and to these rivers my
enterprise will be confined for many years to come. I invite a
particular and thorough inspection of Codazzi’s Map of Venezue-
la, and a perusal of his Geography, which will illustrate the cor-
rectness of all the positions 1 have assumed as the basis of this
enterprise. They may be seen at the office of J. B. Purroy, Esq.
No. 11 Wall street.

(ventlemen desirous of becoming familiar with all the peculiar-
ities, localities, products and prospects, of one of the most inter-
esting portions of this hemisphere, will gratify their desire, by an
examination of Col. Codazzi’s works above referred to. 'This
gentleman’s descriptions of the country, watered by the river Ori-
noco, and 1ts branches, the Apure, Meta, Portuguesa, Mazparra,
Cojede, &ec., &ec., are most flattering, and his accounts are entire-
ly reliable. He devoted several years, from 1830 to 1840, in ex-
ploring the whole interior of the Republic, since which time, he
has been unceasing in his efforts, to arouse the slumbering, 1nac-
tive and quiet people, of those fertile recions, as well as to induce
the Provincial and National authorities, to adopt measures of inter-
nal improvement, and plans of inter-communication, which would
develope their inexhaustible resources. It was owlng, in patt, to
the investigations and efforts of this gentleman, that in the winter
of 1844-5, the provincial authorities of (ruyana advertised in the
‘“Caracas Liberal,” soliciting proposals from companies or indi-
viduals, to run steamers on the Orinoco, and which led to my ne-
gotiations first with the provincial authorities, and lastly with the
National Congress.

During the last two years, the opening of several roads leading
from the interior to the navicable waters of the Orinoco, have
been commenced, which are now in a state of forwardness, as
will appear by reference to the foregoing letter of the Hon. J. G.
Villafane ; the editorial article copied from * lil Liaberal ;” and
the subjoined communication from Mr. Juan Tamayo ; and dur-
ing the recent session of Congress, a patriotic spirit of 1mprove-

JS




ment was manifested, in several projected acts of legislation for
similar works, which for want of time, were unmmdab ly postpon-
ed to the ensuing session. The h_;ll(m—mq brief cmnp]nm_ntmy
notice of the labors ot the recent session of the Congress of Vene-
zula, taken from the New Orleans Times, 1s a just tribute to the
public spirit and industry, by which that body was characterised :

““The Republic of Venezuela certainly appears to be fast settline down into
a state of tranquility, eontent and industry. The Congress, which was to ad-
yourn, had w ronoht most vigorously, during the whole of the session, to conso-
lidate the institutions of the country and to ameliorate all branches of its com-
merce and industry. DMuch, says the Liberal, has vet to be done, and next
vear, when they dare to re-assemble, they will resume their labors with fresh ar-
dor and renewed hope.”

rm by . A 2L

I'he tollowing letter from T‘»Ir Juan Tamayo, an enterprising
gentleman of the Province of Barquisimeto, will serve to exhi-
bit the spirit which now animates the people of that Province,
and the views which they entertain, of the enterprise 1 which
[ am engaged. This letter is referred to by Col. Adams.

‘“ BarquisimeTo, April 30, 1847.7

““ Mr. Vespasian Ellis:

““ Sir—The Honorable Deputation of this Provinee of Barquisimeto, has fa-
vored us with the erant for a carriage road, from the town of Cabudare to the
viver Cojede, together with the naviga tion of this river, according to the law
which we have the honor to send you. The grantees have been assisted, for the
first of thesz objects, with some money from 1|"w- public treasury. They have
commenced the work, which is advancing rapidly, and they expect to finish 1t

within two years. They have undertaken with their own funds. the clearing of

the channel of the Rive: Cojede, and they expect that this uuilx will also be
realised and finished within the same period of time. The grantees expect to
derive oreat advantace from these important means of communication, as they
can lﬂl e \'H? ] 111-’ oreatest easc 11-n'-u the (_,‘H“'Tl m Hi 1se of the (‘”il de to the
city of Bolivar (Aneostura) the rich and abundant produce of this ]mn'i nce,
“'hif.'h, Ei]i}ltlllﬂh l]lllilt‘fl ll'tl LO 1I]t‘ }+tl‘:~1'l"l? Iilm‘ to ;11 consun: [ T'rf n ol Ii]f‘ ‘* lace
”tﬁl”"'“l‘“‘Ti*’ll WEH constitute by their exportation, the principal wealth (_11 this
ﬁ Illili I'ec lun

“ Aoriculture is the general occupation of the inhabitants of this country,

and it re quires n*]l\ to be slieghtly devi ln;uw!, to vield the most {favorable results.
There aye many articles which : impoited a d e xported wi ith ereat profit and
utility bv speculators; but the sugar cane being most exte nsively planted 1n

this provirnce, the orantees think it advisible {o establish funds to assist the cul-
tivators of this article, in order that instead of the brown sugar loaves, and com-
mon sucar. the Muscovado sugar m: v be made ; they thus hope to establish a
new, and lhu richest article of e \}nnmtmn which. when it succeeds, will draw
the atte ntion of the me rchants of I:UIHJ] and 111!‘11 compe tition will kKee p oolne
a considerable number of boats, on Ih waters of the Cojede, I\I'“”- and
Orinoco.”

¢ The desire of connectine our undertakine with your project, for the navi-
cation of the rivers ;\]‘1111'* and Orinoco, by ste amboats, has led us to inform
vou of our orant, as it seems that one undertakine oucht to be auxiliary to the
{,t]“ T, and that rel: 1t1ons 201y 111h1{f{ ons to both }1411[{ s should be estab lished ”ln
river Coyje dt‘- beine 4 branch of the Apure.’

“We are Jl‘*hmml to act 1n coi n: 't with you, In relation to these nndertak-
Ings, and invite you to favor us w 1ith such (‘H!ihlltl'llfd““”“* and Instructions as
you may judee proper, and conducive to the success of our project, as It must

}lil\'l’ A i‘fixnl.ll It‘ (ﬁt CL on yonrs. |
“We therefore propose to est: ablish a (‘(‘ll]f‘”ﬁpmltlf‘ﬂf"ﬂ with vou, and to 'H?Fnrf

q

to such orders as you may send us, and by way of commencement, we s¢€ nd you
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a statement of the produce, which may be exported abroad, and another of tiose

consumed on the passage (sold for home consumption) to Bolivar, and a third
of articles imported and consumed in this province : these statements, however,
show only the approximate amounts, as we have no positive data, which we are
endeavoring to obtain, I will send vou in due season.

‘““ Statement of articles which may be exported abroad (throuch the new road
now beine built by T'amayo and Company) to wit: cocoa, 500 fancoas, coflee,
20,000 quintals, hides, 10,000, goatskins 30,000, Brazil and other woods, horses
and mules.” (Quantity not ascertainable.)

‘“ Statement of articles for exportation, and tobe sold and consumed on the way.

““ Brown sucar loaves, 20,000 loads (mule loads of about 200 to 250 1bs. each) :
common sugar, 1000 do ; rum, 30,000 do ; tanned coat-skins and leather, 1000
do: fl uar, (:t:l‘!ix'c-) 300 do: anize, 200 du; pi’IClI. [U00 arrobes : onions and
carlic, 1500 loads ; erass bags, 20,000 do: orass cloth. 500 do; fishine nets,
50,000 do ; hammocks, 3000 do ; coarse linen and woollen tfrocks, 800 do ; sad-
dlery, 500 do; shoes, 300 do; deer horns, medicinal herbs, and lime. a oreat
quantity ; Indian corn, rice, and vegetables of all Kinds, (but not to be esti-
mated.)

" Statement of articles of importation consumed in this province, to wit, every
kind of merchandise, eroceries in larce quantities, cutlery and hardware, a
oreat quantity of salt, medicinal drues, carriaces, and machines of every Kind.

“You can address the undersioened, who is one of the orantees, by means of
M. Carlos Pelayo at Caraccas, merchant, and command

“ Y our obedient servant,
JUAN TAMAYO.”?

I have given the communication of Mr. Tamavo entire, 1n all
1its details, as it developes, what was to me an unknown enter-
prise, and one which must add an immense amount of treights to
steamers on the Apure and Orinoco. Col. Adams estimates the
value of the freights, which this new channel will give to my en-
terprise, at not less than one hundred and fifty thousand dollars !
(See his letter above.) This enterprise of Tamavo & Co. is not
one of those mentioned by the Hon. J. G. Villafane, in his letter,
1t being in another province, and leading through a different
branch of the Apure. It will thus be seen, that there are already
three separate and distinct improvemants in progress, to connect
different portions of the fertile interior, with the navigable waters
of the Orinoco, all of which, it is stated, will be completed within
the next two years, and each of which will greatly augment the
present trade upon the Orinoco.

It 1s stated, too, by Senor Rojas, the Editor of “ El Liberal,” in
the article copied above, that Gov. Codazzi has presented to the
legislature of Barinas, the plan of several improvements, by roads,
to communicate with the tributaries of the Orinoco, and to be made
‘“ as soon as the Orinoco and Apure are navioated by steamers.”
How true is the remark of Senor Rojas, in the article above re-
ferred to, that this grant of the navigation of the Orinoco and
Apure, 1s an act, ““ the most important and most essential to the fu-
ture welfdre of the country, inasmuch as the realization of this under-
taking, will entirvely change the prospects of that portion of the Re-
public !”

I'his communication-has already so far exceeded the limits I
had prescribed to its length, that whilst I have much other 1M por-
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tant testimony to present, I will confine myself in its conclusion,
to those points deemed of the greater importance to a correct un-
derstanding of the subject.

The navigability of the Rivers, and the convenience and abun-
dance of fuel for the steamers, have been established.

The health of Bolivar, (late Angostura) which is the seaport for
the Orinoco Valley, 1s established by the statements of Consul
Wappaus and C:ipt Whipple. MecCulloch, in his Gazetteer,
says of Angostura, ‘“us clunute 18 temperate muf not unhealthy,”
and such is the wuneml character of the Orinoco Valley.

Indeed the whole Republic may be regarded as being healthy,
and portions of 1t have the most salubrious climate on this Con-
tinent.

A rcﬁ*wm*e to the letters of Consul Wappaus and Captain
Whipple, show the population of Bolivar to be from 7000 to
8000. It lm.« more than doubled its population since 1830, and
more than quadrupled its trade, exports and imports. The fol-
]U\Hll; extracts from the Journal Q.f' Commerce of October 14th,
1846, may be relied upon as correct, having been based upon un-
qumtiunub]e authority.

“ Ancostura, 240 miles from the ocean, is the seaport town and main depot
for the produce ot the valley of the Ulmu(‘o Vessels of a larege class ascend
the river to Ancostura, and it has a laree and rapidly increasing trade. Itis
situated very much like New-Orleans, at the lowest point on the ()IHIHU} where
a tou n could be 1nhabited.”

‘In 1832, as a 11|1(u1|-~ from the official report of ¢ El Secretario de Hacienda,

(SLLH tary of the T'reasury,) the expo:ts from Angcostuira were about lJLUUU
[a 1844, that the 'y were upwards of $600,000.”

From official documents published 1n Caracas, it appears that
the exports of Bolivar 1n 1845 had increased to about $700,000,
and in 1846 to nearly $1000,000, and in the first quarter of the
present year, 1847, they amounted to about $400,000, showing a
rapidly progressive 1ncrease.

(From the same paper.)

“ There are several other towns of iinportance on the Orinoco and its branches,
such as San Fernando, Nutrias, Caicara, &c., whose trade is now In part car-
ried on with Lia Guayra, Port Cabello, and Caraccas, by means of jeckasses,
over a mountainous road some 300 miles. Steamers, would instantly divert this
trade to Ancostura. The exports from Nutrias in 1845 are stated at upwards
of $335,000, and from San Fernando at $225,000.”

Including the exports from the towns upon the waters of the
Orinoco, \\lm,h now take the route across the mountains to La-
Guayra, Porto Cabello and Maracaybo, all u_.rfur.'fz would pass
throuch Bolivar, if steamers were running on the Orinoco and
\puw the total amount of exports from the V d“t 'y of the Orino-
co, cannot be less than $2.000,000. Col. Adams (see his letter)
estimates the commerce 1n foreion and domestic mmh s, between
Bolivar, San Fernando and Nutrias, at this time, to be $2,500,-
000. That it will be doubled within two years, from the time
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steamers are placed on those rivers, must be admitted by all, who
will peruse the documents herewith submitted. The tfollowing
are the main products of Venezuela, exported from Bolivar, viz,
Coffee, Cocoa, Indigo, Tobacco, Sugar, Hides, Cattle, Jerked
Beef, Salted Beef, Goat Skins, Horses, Mules, Brazil Wood, &ec.
T'he imports embrace all kinds of merchandise, (see Mr. Ta-
mayo’s letter.) The principal articles of North Jmerican pro-
duction, consumed there, are, Flour, Lard, Soap, Hams, Butter,
Cheese, and Cotton Goods. Bolivar is a free port of entry, for
merchandise destined to New Granada. An immense trade can
be carried on with New Granada, through the Orinoco and Meta,
the latter river being navigable to a point within 120 miles of
Bogata, the Capital. The Meta waters the richest portion of
Eastern New (Granada, and the products of that portion of this
Republie, will at once be diverted to Bolivar, when steamers shall
have been established. A cursory glance at the Map of that
country, will demonstrate that the Orinoco, 1s not only the natural
outlet, for the produce of thiee fourths of Venezuela, but also, of
that of Eastern New Granada and Northern Brazil. Besides the
usual tropical products, there are millions of cattle on the upper
rivers (Meta, Apure, &ec,) which have heretofore been valued
only for their hides, but which with the aid of steamers, can be
readily conveyed to the West India Islands, near the mouth of
the Orinoco. An intelligent gentleman in Venezuela, expresses
the opinion, that this trafic alone would justify my undertaking.
Indeed there are so many sources of profitable barter and specu-
lation to be found in that vast region of country, watered by the
Orinoco and its tributaries, it would be difficult to decide, which
of them would become the more important. With the aid of
steamers, capatal, and enterprise, they can all be compassed., The
basis of calculation, as it regards the receipts of the steamers,
for the first two years, may be the fol]owing, to wit. 1st, upon
passengers ; from whom Col. Adams estimates that for the first
year, at least $40,000 may be realised. This is a low estimate,
considering the price of fare fixed by the decree of Congress, and
the number of passengers who annually travel on those rivers at
the present time. Agreeably to the scale fixed by the law of
Congress, the fare would be about $92,00 from Bolivar to Nu-
trias, 650 miles. But if $32,50 only should be charged (%5 per
hundred miles) and only six hundred persons should make the trip
each way during the year, it would produce more than the sum
estimated. If, as Col. Adams states, five hundred persons now
make the trip annually, m the present Fkeel-boat conveyances, ex-
posed tor 20 or 30 days to the tropical sun, it would be reasona-
ble to expect twice or'thrice that number in the steamers.
Wherever steamers have been established, they have increased
the travel, beyond all the estimates formed, and they will increase
It on the Orinoco and Apure, five-fold in the first two years But
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I adopt the estimate of Col. Adams, as I prefer to err upon the
afer side 1n my calculations. 2d, the upward freights upon m-
porta(l o00ds would at least, pay $40,000, and the article of do-
mestic salt alone, according to Col. Adams’ estimate will pay at
least $50,000 more, making $90,000 for freights upwards. These
estimates are much below the amount now paid for upward
freichts, and we have every reason to expect a large Increase,
even during the first year. 3d, upon the downward freights
on articles exported abroad, there would be received, at least,
$40,000, and upon mules, horses and cattle, say an equal sum,
making $80,000. The total receipts, upon this basis, would be
$210,000, yearly, for the two first years. The expenses of two
steamers, one of 200 and another of 300 tons, (which would
suffice for a year or two,) under all the disadvantages which
might exist, and including the salaries and pay of the neces-
sary agents, at different points, to assist In commencing the
enterprise, and iucluding also rent of store-houses and every
possible charge, could not exceed $70,000 annually. This, 1t
will be admitted, is a very large estimate. The excess of the
recelpts over the expenses, would on this calculation, amount,
yearly, to $140,000. But, suppose we take the most unfavorable
view of the subject, and allow the Company but two-thirds of the
foregoing estimate of receipts, and deduct theretfrom the above
estimate of expenditures, and we find a profit left of 70,000 an-
nually, for the first two years. But let us look forward to the end
of two years, by which time, the several new sources of trade will
have been opened, by means of the several roads now 1n progress,
and from one of which, Col. Adams estimates, that the increased
freights realised by the steamers will be $150,000. Would 1t be
unreasonable to assume, that from the present and these prospec-
tive sources of freights,—from the increase in the trade upon the
rivers,—from the anticipated trade to be opened with Eastern
New Granada, and from the general stimulus to be oiven to agril-
culture, throuchout the whole extent of the Orinoco valley ; would
it be unreasonable, to assume, that after two years, the receipts
of the boats would swell to four hundred or five hundred thousand
dollars ? I think not; and should the Company decide upon en-
tering into a trafic with the producers of the country, and 1nto the
importatinn of gunds, and the (:xln'nlzition of prm]ucts, the results
of the enterprise may be made still more profitable.

Having devoted much of my time since 1845, to the investiga-
tion of the subject of navigating these two rivers,—having betore
me the governmental statistics of the trade which centres at Boli-
var,—having carefully examined and (H]{Illil't‘d into the resources
of the country,—and possessing, as 1 believe, all the reliable 1n-
formation necessary to the formation of a correct opinion in the
matter, I feel authorised to say, that with a capital of only
$200,000, such arrangements can be perfected, as will produce
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a net yearly profit, on this capital, (counting from the end
of three months after the Steamers reach DBolivar,) of more
than fifty -per cent.; and that this profit will rapidly increase,
with the certain augmentation of trade and commerce, which
the enterprise will foment. It would not at all surprise
me, 1f within three years, it should be found necessary to
increase the number of boats to 5 or 6, in order to keep pace with
the increased commerce of the Orinoco Valley, aregion of country
bearing the same relation to Venezuela, which the Mississippi
valley bears to the United States, and which 1is capable of a
like comparative advancement in popnlation, wealth and exports.
With the richest soil and most salubrious climate in the world :
with an area in its basin, of 400,000 square miles, watered and
fertilised by an hundred streams, many of which are navigable ;
ylelding the richest products of the earth and with the smallest
amount of labor; protected by a free constitutional government,
modeled after that of our own, and administered with wisdom and
prudence, the valley of the Orinoco 1s destined ere long, to rival
the fairest portions of the United States, in production, wealth,
commerce, and general prosperity.

Let the means of water communication and the facilities of trans-
portation, be established there, and nothing but industry and eneroy
will be required, to make it the most desirable part of this Continent.
These means and facilities can now be furnished, and I trust that
the qualities of industry and energy will accompany all who migrate
thither, 1n the prosecution of this enterprise, and be infused into that
hitherto 1nactive people, who seem now to have been suddenly
awakened from theilr slumbers, and aroused to action, through the
efforts of their persevering and infaticable Codazzi, and his col-
leagues in the work of internal improvement.

1That some persons may doubt the correctness of my estimates
of the profits of this enterprise, is probable. But in forming their
estimates 1 ask them first of all to consider the rates of fare and

freights, fixed by the law which confers this grant, and not forget

that the present prices paid there, on freights, are three or four times
as high as those established by the decree. Merchants of the interior
of Venezuela, frequently pay eight and ten cents per pound for a dis-
tance of 300 or 400 miles. At the prices fixed for Congress, the
company may rely upon a monopoly of the frieghts ; and at half the
price fixed for the fare of passengers, they would unquestionably mo-
nopolise the travel, and that too, at rates equivalent to $4.00 per 100
miles.

It should also be borne in mind, that the fuel for the boats, will
only cost the expense of cutting it.

Grentlemen must not estimate the profits of a company having the
exclusive navigation of majestic rivers, and with prices of fare and
freights established by law at four fimes the usual prices here, ac-
cording lo any basis of calculation adopted here. A nearer ap-
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proach to a correct estimate would be made, by euquirilw what
would be the profits of steam navigation, upon any river in this coun-
try, upon which a company could enjoy exclusive privileges, and find
travel and trade enough for 2, 3 or 4 and ultimately a dozen steam-
ers, at prices four times those now charged! If, with the drawbacks
of competition, low fare and low freights, steamers succeed in every
navigable river in this country, then surely my enterprise, with the
advantage of monopoly, high fare and high freights, must be very
badly conducted, if it shall not produce a fortune every year. And,
when to these advantages, we add the opportunities of profitable 1n-
vestment, 1n the various articles of barter and trafic, which are pre-
sented there, and which a surplus eapital would enable the company
to embrace, it seems to me the extreme of incredulity, to question
the brilllant and unexampled success of the undertaking.

To those unacquainted with the moral and political condition of
Venezuela, (and as Inquiries are frequently made on the subject) 1t
Is proper to say a few words in relation to the safety of investments
under a grant from, and under the protection of, that Republic.

On this point it might suffice to refer to the unreserved and
eandid remarks of the Hon. J. M. de Rojas, in his letter to me of
the 6th June, from which a le nﬂ'l]w extract is published 1n the
former part Of this communication. This gentleman has been for
many years the conductor of the plmulml Juunm] «“« Kl Liberal,”
publlqhed at Caraccas, the Capital; he is a member of the Na-
tional Congress, w]numltlntr the '\Ien‘oln';lia, and 1s a gentleman
of ummpc“"*dmb](, varacity. No man in Venezuela 1s better ac-
quainted with the moral and political condition of that Republeg,
than Senor Rojas. As to the weight due to his statements and
oplmom I take the hbe Tty of wlvnmﬁ* to John B. Purroy, Esq,,
consul of Venezuela, No. 11 Wall street, and to Royal Phelps,
Ksq., of the firm of Maitland, P helps & Co., No. 14 Stone street.
Mr. Purroy is a native of Venezuela ; has ]L‘Hld( d in New York
for many years, and 1s a highly ]Chl)t‘t table and 1ntelligent mem-
ber of the bar. My. l’hellm was for more than 20 years (down to
this year) a resident of Venezuela,—is a merchant of wealth and
distinction, and 1ntimately acquainted with the people and the
condition of that country. I will add, that during my own resi-
dence 1n Caraccas, I saw nothing and heard Imlhinq, to lead me
to question, for a moment, the permanency of their government,
or the inviolability of vested rights, under their ]L‘*”h]{lll\ orants.

But further ; there are two Banking Institutions in Venezuela,
the * British Colonial,” and the * National Bank.” The former
is wholly owned 1 Ikngland—its operations are extensive—Its
discounts large, and 1 am yet to leain, that the slightest apprehen-
sion exists amongst its stock-holders, touching the safety and se-
curity of its funds, debts and other property, under the pmz’ut‘um
of the laws and Lu,zatml.imu of that Republic. 1f there be any such
apprehension, this fact can doubtless be ascertained, by inquiry of
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Messrs. Maitland, Phelps & Co., who are the agents of that
Bank in New York. The National Bank, too, is, to a very great
extent, owned by foreigners, some of whom are, and others are
not resident in Venezuela. Its business transactions are also
quite extensive, and I have never heard that its stock-holders had
any fears of the Constitutional guaranty of that Republic.

The public stocks of Venezuela are held partly 1in Europe, and
partly by Capitalists at home. The “ foreien debt,” so called, is
held entirely in England. It draws now an interest of only 2! per
ceni., and 1t appears by the London Economist of May 29th,
1847, that it was worth on that day in London, 381 per cent,
which 1s equwvalent to par for six per cent. stock, whilst, as it ap-
bears from the same paper, Chilian 6 per cents were worth 92.
Buenos Ayrean 6’s 371, Peruvian 6’s 37L%, and Mexican 5’s 201
per cent!

T'he Venezuelan consolidated debt, held mostly at home, and
drawing 5 per cent, was worth at Caraccas, at the last dates, from
68 to 70 per cent., whilst the usual rate of interest there, 1s fwelve
per cent., and money often commands a much hicher rate. These
tacts demonstrate the confidence of the capitalists in England, as
well as of the few capitalists in Venenzuela, in the permanency
and good faith of that government, and fully justify the remark
of Senor Rojas, in his letter published above, to wit; ¢ We aye
not lo be compared o the other Spanish American Republics, nor
shall we ever get into the situation of Mexico, Guatemala, Ecuador,
Peru and Buenos Ayres.”

The only South American Republic which can bear any com-
parison with Venezuela, in the stability of its government, or in
the wisdom and prudence of its administration, is that of Chili ;
though I do not intend to question the good farth of some of the rest.

L do not hesitate to afirm from my personal knowledge of the
practical administration of their covernment, and of the character,
teelings and opinions of their people, that life, liberty, and pro-
perty, are as sate 1n Venezuela, as in any portion of this country,
and much safer than in some portions of it; and that the nviola-
bility of vested rights is held sacred by every department of their
government, and by every portion of their people.

In illustration of the sense of justice, richt and honor, by which
that covernment is cuided, I will state, that in the war of the Re-
volution, some [llil‘t}; odd vears aco, in which the then Republic of
Colombia, consisting of Venezuela, New Granada and Eucador,
were contending tor their Independence, against Spain, General
Bolivar, who was temporarily invested with supreme authority,
confiscated the private property of some of the natives of Spain,
who had been their tyrants, and were then their enemies ; and that
within the last few months. Spain havino acknowtedoed the Inde-
pendence of Venezuela, (after 30 years obstinacy,) by a treaty of
mm'('y and commerce, that I{GJHJ['}“C has assumed and pl‘OVided for
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the payment of her share of the amount of those confiscations.
This act speaks for itself, and needs no comment. Indeed, if
there be anything in the history of Venezuela, since she became a
Republic, or in her present moral or political condition, to justify
any apprehension of @ violation of good faith, on the part of her
government, or people, towards my enterprise, 1 have failed to
discover 1it.

The recent disturbances in Venezuela, created in the last year
or two, by Guzman and his associates, (all whom have been either
shot or banished,) have approximated about as nearly to a revo-
lution there, as did the Mormon disturbances in lllinois, to the
overthrow of our Republic.

Before closihg this communication I will present to you a brief
view of some of the most important rivers which flow 1nto the
Orinoco, taken from the geography and maps of Venezuela, pub-
lished by Col. Codazzi, of that Republic. [See map at the end of
this pamphlet. ]

There are nearly two hundred rivers in Venezuela, which are tri-
butary to the Orinoco, of which (according to Codazzi) more than
one hundred are navigable for one-half or two-thirds of their respective
courses, with keel-boats or launches, drawing from two to four feet
of water. Some of them are navigable all the year, and others for
about eight months, to wit—from April to November, during what
1s termed the rainy (or more properly showery) season.

Col. Codazzi gives the lengths of some of them as follows, to wit:

Apure, lencth 213 leagues, equal to 532 miles.
Meta, - 210 ‘4 ¢ 525 3
(xuaviare, L 210 ¢ < 525 &
Caura, 1 175 7 T 437
Arauca, ¢ 160 L ‘¢ 400 ¢
{(xuarico, ¢¢ 124 ¢ ¢ 310 ¢
[rinida, ¢ 19 ¢« ‘4 SRy
Ventuari, ¢ 117 6 ‘< 202
Matiyure, ¢ 110 £ ¢ 2474
Bocono ¢¢ 102 ¢ ¢ 255 ‘<
Portuguesa, = 96 L L 240 <
Vichada, ‘¢ 02 ‘¢ ‘¢ 930 "
S1pao, L 9() ¢ ¢ >R
Caparro, L 90 3 ¢ 220 ¢¢
Capanaparro, 2 90 ¢ L 225 ¢
Guanare, bé §2 = ¢ 205  «
Orituco, (¢ 71 ¢ o Ry Tt
Uribante, ‘¢ 69 (4 ‘¢ 172 <
St. Domingo, ¢ 67 ¢ ot 167 <
Sipapo, ¢¢ 65 =S = 62 o
Manapire, = 63 ¢ ‘c b7
Aro, L 63 ¢¢ ¢¢ 5 6¢

l ————




Suripa, ¢ 62 & 6 155  «
Cojede, ¢4 60 ¢ ‘f 150 ¢
Cuchivero, 6¢ 60 ¢ ‘¢ 150  «
Sanpare, ¢ 60 ¢ ¢ 150  «
Pacouel, &8 58 L ¢ 145 ¢
Cui'_n;:‘u:gl, e o6 L ¢ 140 ‘<
I\Iﬂsl;nrl't), e 92 ¢ L 130 ¢
Suapure = 51 ¢4 ¢ L2 Gk

The Venezuelan league is about 21 English miles, and on this
basis the above distances in miles are (turulatcl In Codazzi’s
geography, the distances are only stated 1n leagues.

The Apure, being formed ln the Uribante *md \amle, and taking
this name after the junction of these two last named rivers, is navi-
gable for keel-boats (and consequently for steamers) its whole course,
which 1s 500 miles and upwards. The Uribante, its main stem, is
also navigable, though a much smaller stream, from Zeteo down-
wards, L\t e letter of Hon. J. G. Villafane, page 9.] The Portu-
guesa, and the Cojede its main stem are both navigable, though
small streams compared with some of the rest, [bee Senor Juan
Tamayo’s letter, page 12, in regard to the Cojede.|] I mention
these particularly, as they run thmu“h dense settlements.

Indeed all the streams em[m Ing into the Orinoco or its branches,
which are more than 15 or 20 le agues 1n length, are navigable for
keel-boats, as may be seen by reference to Col, Codazzi’s mnlw, SO
hulnvmlv referred to. The Apure, Uribante, Cojede, Portuguesa,

t. Domingo, Caparro, Suripa, Masparro, Caragua, Bocono, Guana-
rim, (xuanare, Guarico, Orituco, and some other navigable streams
tributary to the Orinoco, have extensive and flourishing (uﬂce, cocoa,
indigo, cotton, tobacco, sugar, and cattle estafes upon their banks,
as has also portions of the Orinoco itself, The upper Ommco,
however, Is as yet but thinly peopled. The country north and north-
east of the river Me ta, and north of the river Orinoco, is already
flourishing ; and from this portion of the country \m]d from the
immediate vicinity of Bolivar), the steamecrs will be mainly supplied
with freights and passengers.

T'here are numerous towns situated upon and near the above
named rivers, a few of which are noted upon the map appended
hereto, and to which I refer for their relative positions, and also for
a view of the various rivers whose trade will be embraced by Iy
enterprise.

In regard to the distances between the various places with which
the enterprise will be connected, I submit the following table, made
up from the various letters and other information which I have ob-
tained, and which may be relied on as nearly accurate :

From Bolivar (Angostura) to mouth of Orinoco, 240 miles
Do do to Port Spain (Trinidad), 400 «
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Do do to Caicara (mouth of Apure), 400 ¢
Do do to San Fernando (“I‘H*I‘f‘) 51010 S
Do do to Nutrias (on the Apure,) 650 ¢
Do do to Zeteo (on the Uribante,) 900 ¢
Do do to mouth of the Meta, BH0 1 e
Do do to Rapids of Orinoco, 800 ¢
Do do to San Carlos, on the Meta, 700 ¢

I deem it unnecessary now to go into any further details or ex-
pl mations in relation to the co itry, its rivers, its resources, its trade,

- 1ts prospects.  All the documents, letters, statistics 'm(l Informa-
tlou which 1 possess, bearing upon these matters, will be exhibited
to those who desire further ]hlltlt ulars, upon applic atlon.

As 1t r agards the mode of commencing and carrying out the en-
terprise I am not tenacious of my own oplnlons, ulm_.h, however,
will be frank ly submitted.

I think a cash capital of from $150,000 to $200,000 desirable, 1n
order to ensure the success of the unumtllun o, witheut difficulty or
delay.

My opinions are, that one steamer of from 300 to 400 tons mea-
sure, built substantia dly, and suited for the sea voyage, should be first
built and prepared for the tup

This Steamer should draw about five or six feet of water, and
should be calculated for a laroge bulk in freight. KExtra pieces of
such of the m‘u]nnmv as are liable to break should be ]nmu]vd
for this boat. Extra boilers also should be carried out. The ne-
cessary boilers, engines, &c., for another boat of one third smaller
dimensions, toocether with extra boilers and machinery for the
same, should be built and Ino]nwl, and carried with the hrst
steamer to Bolivar. Suitable engineers and workmen should be
employed and taken there, and the second boat of 200 tons or
more, and of lighter draugcht, so as to navigate the rivers at all
times, should l)o immediately built at Bolivar, where timber of
the 1)e-~t quality abounds. u

Whilst the second boat is being built, the first should com-
mence operations running alte nmtelv from Bolivar to Port Spain,
and from Bolivar to Nutrias.

The second boat having been built, the first or large boat
1\0111(1 I]lt‘ll ]m umﬂnpd t) I]](j, 11.{1(]6 ]H_‘[Wt"‘t‘['l H{}‘,i\':ll‘ HI:{] ]}OI‘T
;\lh_lll], 111111[];1{], and some other W est India TS]HII{]S, whilst the
second or smaller boat would take the up river route from Boli-

var. toe JNU.{IL;M on ”IO A]]U“‘» ‘]“d “LL{]H]“ mH\ LO S:]Il (_‘:HIHF; {-lIl
the Meta. A third boat (for this trade) would probably be requir-
ed 1n the course of twelve or e 1ohteen months.

A sufficient Cash C .Lipll 11 should be carried out, to defray all
the expenses of sustainine the first boat till the trade should I::e
suthicient to do it,—also to build and sustain the second boat 1in
like Manner ; .;111(] also to establish store-houses, \'fr‘nul-_\':il‘f]“‘,
ﬂnd”?lm and the necessary agencies, and otherwise to realise the
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benefits and advantaces, to be derived from the orant, and such

enterprises as may be developed in carrying it into operation.
1T'he means must also be always at command to supply the pos-

sible loss of a boat, and to provide for any other serious casualty.

Whether the enterprise shall extend to any other operations
than those of carrying freights and passengers, will be left to the
wisdom of those who may furnish the funds, and with whom I
may thus be associated. It may be, and probably will be deemed
advisable, to have two or three brigs or other vessels established
as a regular line between Bolivar and this port, in which case the
agency of some large Commercial house here will be necessary.
By such means the trade with Bolivar might be soon diverted
(measurably at least, and I should hope entirely) from Kurope to
the United States. It will ere long be an important trade.

In reference to the plan of raising the necessary tunds, and the
principles on which a Cmnpany should be organised, I propose,
that either a Jownt Stock Company, or a lLimited Copartnership,
shall be formed, with a Capital Stock of not less than one hun-
dred and twenty thousand and not more than three hundred thou-
sand dollars, of which my grant shall be considered one third of
the entire stock, whatever the same may be—that the other
two thirds shall consist of the cash subscriptions of other persons—
that certificates of the stock shall be held in shares of one thou-
sand dollars each, and that as soon as eighty thousand dollars are
promised by responsible persons, I will call a meeting of all those
persons who agree to furnish portions of the Cash Capital, by giv-
Ing a personal notice toeach, at which meeting the rules and regu-
lations which shall bind such as may assoclate in the matter, shall
be acreed upon and ratified.

Whatever may be the particular form of the association, I should
desire it to be a fundamental principle, that no member of the Com-
pany shall be responsible for any sum beyond that which he may
originally invest in it.

I shall also desire, and so far as my voice shall have welght 1
shall urge, that no person be employed in, or connected with, the
management of the enterprise, in any responsible or fiduciary posi-
tion, who shall not be pecuniarily interested in the result of it.

Gentlemen to whom this pamphlet is handed, and who may feel
inclined to embark in the enterprise, will please, as soon as they
may find it convenient, address me, or confer with me at my room,
No. 63 Barclay-street, from 9 A. M. to 12 M., during which hours I
will be at their service.

Should any other time or place of interview be preferred by any
gentleman, I will wait upon him at his appointment. All commu-
nications may be addressed to me through the Post Office, New

York City. VESPASIAN ELLIS.

P. S.—In lithographing the map, subjoined, the latitude of Boli-




var (late Angostura) and of the other towns in Venezuela was 1nad-

vertently omitted.
Bolivar is in latitude 8 degrees north, and Caracas 1s In 10} de-

orees north, the latter City being also 3 degrees west of the former.
The two most northern mouths of the Orinoco (both navigable) are
in latitude 10 degrees north.

The name of Angostura, the seaport of the Orinoco, has recently

been changed to Bolivar, in honor of the late President Bolivar.
V.. E.
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